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In the June 1969 issue of JAMWA I reported 
- deaths caused by drugs in New York City. Deaths 
in the 15 to 35 year age group numbered 600 
in 1967. They continued to rise until they reached 
867 in 1971. Since then, there appears to be a 
leveling off or, more probably, a real drop. The 
figures compiled by the federal government for 
drug deaths at all ages decreased six per cent 
in 1972. 

There has been not only a decrease in deaths 
but also a decrease in the use of drugs. It has been 
estimated that there are now 200,000 to 300,000 
daily heroin users in this country as compared 
with 500,000 to 600,000 daily users in 1971. 

Addict-related crimes have also leveled off in 
New York City. No increase has been reported 
in the first six months of 1973. Compared with 
the first six months of 1971, robbery by addicts 
was down 3.8 per cent, burglary down 2.3 per cent, 
grand larceny down 14.1 per cent and petty 
larceny down 12.3 per cent. The only increase was 
in theft of motor vehicles. 


*Presented at the XIIIth Congress of the Pan American 
Medical Women’s Alliance, San Francisco, Calif., 
September 22, 1973. 
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Provisional figures using the latest available 
data for January to June of 1973 show a further 
drop in drug deaths for all ages combined — from 
703 for 12 months of 1972 to 220 for the first 
six months of 1973. 


The reason for this drop is not yet known. It is 
interesting that the decrease in deaths occurred 
before the new drug laws in New York State were 
put into effect on September 1, 1973. These laws 
impose very severe penalties. For unlawful posses- 
sion of two ounces or more of any narcotic drug, 
or unlawful sales of one ounce or more, the 
punishment is imprisonment for 15 years to life, 
with practically no chance of parole. For lesser 
offenses the penalty is less, but just the possession 
of any amount of an unlawful drug imposes a 
sentence of imprisonment up to one year. 

How this will affect the sale and use of drugs 
cannot be predicted. It is hoped that it will stop 
stealing and street crimes by drug users who are 
seeking money to buy drugs; and also that it will 
deter pushers, middle-man distributors and sup- 
pliers of illicit drugs. 
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